CHAPTER IV

OMINOUS clouds soon gathered up  again after
the war between Germany and Austria.    Bis-
marck like some baleful invisible witch was brewing
them in his vat of blood and iron, and this time he
did not intend that any Paris Exhibition and Royal
cordialities should disperse them.   Early in 1870 the
Crown Princess wrote to her mother on a matter
which  must  be  kept   inviolably  secret :    nobody
knew about it, she said, in Germany save a few of
her husband's family*  General Prim, who, since the
deposition of Queen Isabella of Spain, had been at
the head of the Spanish Government,   sent a con-
fidential agent to King William of Prussia with the
news that Spain was looking out for a Sovereign
again and asked him to nominate his kinsman Prince
Leopold of Hohenzollern Sigmaringen.   His election,
said  General  Prim,  would  be   a  certainty.   The
Prussian Royal Family were against it, since there
were legitimate claimants to the throne, but Spain
was determined to have no king of Bourbon blood.
The Crown Princess wanted to know what her mother
thought about it, and she having consulted Lord
Clarendon very wisely refused to express any opinion
on matters where British interests were not concerned,
especially since France would certainly resist the
appointment of a Hohenzollern Prince to the throne
of Spain to the utmost of her power.   Prince Leopold
refused to accept this offer, but after it had beer
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